
It Happened Here Beersheba

Introduction
There are still many places in the world where people
must go to wells or rivers to draw water for daily usage.
However, most of us live in places where we don’t even
think about how blessed we are when we turn on the
faucet for a glass of water, or when we hop into a nice
hot bath after a long day at work. In many cases, even if
our homes have wells, they have pumps in them and
pipes that run to our homes, so we still don’t have to
think about lugging buckets to a community well to haul
water home for cooking, drinking, bathing, etc. I
distinctly remember more than a few episodes when as
a teenager I infuriated the rest of my family by taking
such blissfully long showers that the hot water heater
ran out of hot water. That would not have been an option
in the stories we will read today.

In Biblical days, wells were a hot commodity, especially
in the middle of the Negev, where Beersheba is located.
Evidently, a good well could even be “stolen” from those
who dug it, as we will see in our readings today. If you
dug a well, and then other people came and took it away
from you, it would mean a lot more work since you
would have to dig a new one. It could even mean
devastation for you, your family, and your livestock if
there was no other water available. There aren’t a whole
lot of other options for water in the arid southern half of
Israel.

Digging In
Read: Genesis 21:25-34; 26:19-33

Digging Deeper
Like many Hebrew words that have been translated into
English, Beersheba has several possible spellings:
Beersheba, or Beersheva, or Be’er Sheva. As the last
spelling indicates, this name is actually two separate
words. Be’er is the Hebrew word for “well”. Sheba or
sheva can mean either “oath”, or “seven”. How many
ewe lambs did Abraham set aside as a witness that he
had dug the well?

No one knows for sure if the well that Isaac’s servants
dug at the end of the Genesis 26 passage was a new well,
or if Isaac’s servants had dug out the same well that was
the source of the original conflict between Abraham and
Abimelech. Either way, wells in that vicinity were the
setting for oaths sworn between the local king,
Abimelech, and both Abraham and his son Isaac.

Application
The word used to describe the agreement between
Abimelech and Abraham in Gen 21:27, and between
Abimelech and Isaac in 26:28 is the Hebrew word berit,
which means “covenant”. A covenant is a very solemn
type of oath and is a binding contract. Can you think of
any other promises or covenants between God and
people?

God has made a lot of promises, and He has kept every
single one of them. How have you experienced the
fulfillment of God’s promises in your life?

More Background
Let’s visit another well. This one is not in Beersheba. It
is further north in a Samaritan town called Sychar. This
well originally belonged to Isaac’s son Jacob, and it is the
location of an unusual but significant conversation Jesus
held.
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Digging In
Read: John 4:1-42; Isa 7:14

Digging Deeper
While there may not be any obvious mention of an oath
or covenant in this narrative, we will see that the whole
story is actually about the most important promise of all.
The Samaritan woman knew of this very important
promise from the Old Testament. She even alluded to it
in verse 25. What promise was she talking about?

Turn to the verse from Isaiah. Immanuel means “God
with us.” The Samaritan woman experienced
“Immanuel” firsthand. God was actually standing there
talking to her! Furthermore, He offered to give her
“living water” (that is, eternal life). This brings us to the
next “hidden” covenant in this story.

In the Old Testament, God had established laws for the
Israelites to follow so that Israel would be able to enjoy
fellowship with God. These laws were about rectifying
sin and bringing people back to a state of ritual purity
and holiness. If (and when, inevitably), people became
ritually impure or sinned, priests had to sacrifice
animals to atone for the person. This sacrificial system
still operated during the time of Jesus. Read Hebrews
7:26-28 and 8:13. The “old” or “first” covenant refers to
the law: all those rules that had to be followed and all
those animals that had to be sacrificed for atonement to
be accomplished. The “new” or “better” covenant refers
to the grace that covers us, thanks to the perfect and
final sacrifice of Jesus on the cross. Because of this
covenant of grace, we have that living water that Jesus
described to the Samaritan woman.

Application
The presence of God is a mighty and powerful thing. A
Samaritan woman who was almost certainly shunned
because of her history and lifestyle ended up bringing

Prayer
Thank God for the gift of His Holy Spirit, who helps and guides you as you seek to take up your cross and
follow hard after Jesus. Thank Jesus for his perfect, once for all sacrifice that ushered in the new and better
covenant of grace.

her community to the “living water” of belief in Jesus
because of her personal experience with Him.

Do you remember how you first found out about Jesus?
Was it through another believer who had a personal
relationship with Him?

Spend some time thinking about the old covenant versus
the new covenant. It is such a mercy that we are covered
by the grace of Christ’s death on the cross and therefore
are freed from trying to follow the law. Do you think this
means we are free to do anything we want to do?

Why or why not?

In Matthew 16:24, Jesus says “If anyone would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow me” (ESV). What does this mean to you,
especially in reference to the new covenant and being
freed from the old covenant of the law?

In Pastor John’s video, he describes the water trough
attached to the current well at Beersheba. Just like a
good shepherd would keep the trough overflowing for
his sheep, God also keeps his well of grace and blessings
overflowing for His sheep. As we learned in the first part
of the study, water is so important that Abraham and
Isaac made oaths with a foreign king to protect their
wells. The living water of eternal life is even more
important than the water we drink. What an
overwhelming gift we have in the new covenant of grace
through Jesus that makes this living water available to
everyone who believes in Him.


