
It Happened Here Beth Shean

Introduction
Beth Shean, or Beit She’an means “house of rest” or
“house of ease,” which is a bit of a surprising name for
a city with a rather bloody history. It is strategically
located at the junction of the Jordan River Valley and the
eastern part of the Jezreel Valley, called the Harod
Valley. Beth Shean is only mentioned a handful of times
in the Bible. It is probably best known for being the city
where the bodies of King Saul and three of his sons—
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua—were hung after
they were killed battling the Philistines on nearby
Mount Gilboa. The bodies were then stolen by men
living in Jabesh Gilead. Finally, King David retrieved
the bodies of Saul and Jonathan and buried their bones
in the tomb of Kish, Saul’s father.

Much later, as Pastor John mentioned, Beth Shean
became a Roman (and then Byzantine and ultimately
Islamic) city, whose name was changed to Scythopolis.
The city was eventually destroyed in an earthquake in
749 AD. Excavation of this city revealed a theater,
colonnaded street, a bathhouse, a public toilet, and many
more public structures, as well as the surprising finding
of a large number of columns that had all fallen over in
the same direction, likely during the earthquake.

Digging In
Read: Hebrews 11:1-31

Digging Deeper
This section of Hebrews is frequently referred to as the
“Hall of Faith.” No one knows for sure who wrote
Hebrews. We also do not know the original audience to
whom the letter was written. What is clear though, is
that the original recipients of the letter were struggling.
It is thought that the letter was written to a group of
Jewish Christians that were being persecuted for their
beliefs, and were considering abandoning their
Christian faith. They probably felt like they were in the
middle of an earthquake, as their decision to follow
Christ did not seem like such stable ground now that the
persecution had begun. Why do you think the writer of
Hebrews included this list of people who were “pillars of
faith” in the letter to these weary believers?

Application
1 Peter 4:12 says “do not be surprised at the fiery trial
when it comes upon you to test you” (ESV). As
Christians, we can expect difficulties in our lives. What
are some “earthquakes” or challenges you have struggled
with in your faith?

The writer of Hebrews provided examples of men and
women in the Bible who were blessed, either on this
earth or in heaven, because of their great faith in God.
Who are the “pillars of faith” in your life, that have
helped you stand strong during challenges? These might
be people in the Bible, people who are alive today, or
those who have left a legacy of faith and encouragement
for you to follow. For instance, Oswald Chambers, who
died in 1917, has always encouraged me during times of
difficulty through his devotional book My Utmost for His
Highest.

More Background
In his video teaching, Pastor John shared about the way
pillars were constructed in Biblical times. To increase
the stability and strength of the pillar, a large metal pin©Biblical Backgrounds
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was inserted, one end in the pillar, and one end in the
foundation. This pin kept the pillar connected to its
foundation; it kept the pillar standing strong.

Digging In
Read: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58; Hebrews 12: 12-13

Digging Deeper
In both above passages, we are called to be strong,
steadfast, immovable…sort of like a pillar that is firmly
attached to its foundation. Who is our foundation?

Application
In His word, God doesn’t just call us to be strong and
steadfast, He also gives us the tools to do it! Ephesians
6:13-20 is the familiar passage that describes the “whole
armor of God”: the belt of truth, the breastplate of
righteousness, the shoes of the readiness given by the
gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit-which is the word
of God. Verse 18 also tells us to be “praying at all times
in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication.” I
especially love the description of the shield of faith,
“with which you can extinguish all the darts of the evil
one” (ESV). We are called to put on “the whole armor of
God.” Like a medieval knight’s suit of armor, it would
not be very effective if we just picked a piece here and
there to put on. We need all the pieces. When you read
Ephesians 6, which parts of your suit of armor do you
need to fasten a little more firmly to strengthen your
connection to God, the foundation of our faith?

How can you start strengthening that part of your
armor?

Every Christian is going to encounter trials and trouble.
Sometimes it may be because of our faith, sometimes it

Prayer
Spend some time in prayer thanking God for His word, and the examples of faithful men and women we find
there. Thank Him for the people in your life that you can lean on during the hard times. Spend some time
praying through the whole armor of God and asking the Holy Spirit to help you put on each piece every day.
Most of all, thank God for the gift of His Son Jesus, who is the reason we can stand strong. Know that He has
swallowed up death in victory.

may just be part of living life in a fallen world. When
those times come, the passages we read today give us
some ideas of how to stay strong and hold fast to God.
We can read God’s word and seek the examples of faith
found there, like the list in Hebrews 11 that encouraged
the struggling Jewish Christians. We can seek wise
counsel, strength, and prayer from our friends and
family. We can shore up our armor and make sure we’ve
put on every piece. Finally, we can go straight to God in
prayer, like Paul tells the Ephesians to do after
describing the armor of God.

Before we close, let’s look at the final and best
encouragement during times of trouble. Let’s never
forget that throughout the whole Bible, we have already
been told the end of the story. GOD WINS! 1
Corinthians 15:54 says it beautifully: when the
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts
on immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that
is written: “Death is swallowed up in victory” (NKJV).


