
It Happened Here Beth Shemesh

Introduction
Beth Shemesh is mentioned at the conclusion of a bizarre
and surprising story in the Old Testament. To understand
its significance, we begin with 1 Samuel 4, which relates
the battle of Ebenezer. This battle was between the
Philistines and Israelites. Initially, the Philistines defeated
Israel, which prompted the Israelites to bring the Ark of
the Covenant from Shiloh, assuming it—as the symbol of
God's presence—would ensure their subsequent victory.
To their dismay, the Philistines routed them again and
even captured the Ark, which was then sent to the
Philistine city of Ashdod.

This is where the strangeness of the story begins. The
local god of Ashdod was named Dagon. The Philistines
set the Ark by the statue of Dagon. It kept falling over in
the presence of the Ark and eventually broke into pieces.
The people ofAshdod and the surrounding area were then
overrun with mice and the people developed “tumors.”
One theory is that these “tumors” might represent the
lesions of bubonic plague carried by the mice. The people
of Ashdod decided that they had best get rid of the Ark
and sent it to the Philistine city of Gath. Not surprisingly,
the people of Gath then developed a problem with mice
and tumors, so they sent theArk to the next Philistine city
of Ekron where many people died, and the ones who lived
were plagued with mice and tumors. Eventually the
Philistines sent theArk back to the Israelites and it arrived
at the site of Beth Shemesh.

Digging In
Read: 1 Samuel 6

Digging Deeper
This chapter illustrates how God can work in all
situations; here it is through pagan priests and sorcerers.
The complicated method of returning the Ark to the
Israelites at Beth Shemesh was an odd but perfect set-up
for God to show His control of the situation to the
Philistines. Mother cows do not leave their calves
willingly. It is also strange that they never “turned aside
to the right or to the left.” If you are familiar with cows,
you know that they spend most of their time eating. It
would be odd for a pair of cows that had never been
harnessed before to stay on the path and not wander off to
graze.

What did the Philistines learn from the cows towing the
Ark of the Covenant directly to Beth Shemesh? (Hint: 1
Samuel 6:9)

Application
Initially it might seem surprising that the Israelites were
defeated after bringing the Ark of the Covenant to their
battle camp at Ebenezer. But, the Israelites sought to play
God and make Him work for their own purposes. Rather
than putting their trust in God Himself and inquiring of
Him, they put their hope and trust in an object, the Ark.
The Israelites were treating the Ark itself as an object of
power rather than recognizing God as the source of
power; the Ark was essentially being treated as an idol.

Can you think of any instances in the current world or in
your own life where trust was misplaced, and you or
someone else began to lean on something/someone other
than God as the source of strength?

Sometimes the things or people we lean on as our source
of strength are not necessarily bad. It can be family,
friends, our job, our paychecks, our homes. In fact,
leaning on those around us can truly be a blessing. It only
becomes an issue when we put our reliance on those
people or things above God. Many things or people can
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become idols if we let them become more important than
God. What are some ways to avoid doing this?

More Background
As Pastor John mentioned, Beth Shemesh is in the Sorek
Valley, which is the site of another very interesting story
in the Old Testament. This is where Samson met and fell
in love with Delilah. Unfortunately, Delilah was a paid
spy for the Philistines. Her mission? To discover and
report the source of Samson’s strength.

Digging In
Read: Judges 16

Digging Deeper
I find it fascinating that Samson seemed to suspect
Delilah was up to something, because he lied to her three
times when she asked about his source of strength. Why
did Samson ultimately confide his secret strength to
Delilah when she had already betrayed him three times
before?

Deuteronomy 7:3-4 may give us some insight into this.
When the Israelites were entering into the promised land,
God expressly forbade them from intermarrying into the
foreign tribes in Canaan because “they will turn your sons
away from following Me to serve other gods.” On a few
occasions in 1-2 Kings and 2 Chronicles we see kings of
Israel and Judah turn away from God because they
married foreign wives and eventually started worshipping
their wives’ foreign idols rather than the one true God.
The old cliche says “Love is blind,” and sometimes love
can lead us blindly down the wrong path.

Application
Samson was a “Nazirite” (for more information on
Nazirites, read Numbers 6:1-21). A Nazirite was a man
who was specially dedicated to the Lord. He was not to
eat or drink anything produced from the grape vine, and

Prayer
Thank God for His word. Ask for forgiveness for any wrong decision that is weighing on your mind. Ask that He give
you wisdom, discernment, and guidance in your relationships with others, and thank Him for the Godly people He has
placed in your life. Finally, ask Him to show you if there is anything in your life that you may be giving more
importance than your relationship with Him. Ask Him to help you re-prioritize those things.

he was never to cut his hair, because his hair was what
“separated” or set him apart for God. Samson had spent
his entire life dedicated to the Lord and by doing so, was
blessed with great strength. He lost that status because he
foolishly told Delilah his secret. Have you ever done
something which seemed like a foolish “spur of the
moment” decision which resulted in great loss or great
regret later?

What (or who) made you do this?

Both the stories of the capture of the Ark of the Covenant
and of Samson and Delilah show us the pitfalls of giving
anyone or anything more importance than our
relationship with God. Fortunately, the ends of both
stories also show that God can use our “mistakes” for His
glory. God used the time that the Ark was with the
Philistines to illustrate his power and sovereignty over
foreign idols (and cows). Although he lost his life in the
process, Samson eventually regained his strength when
he was being mocked and the Philistines were praising
their god for delivering Samson into their hands
(ironically it was Dagon again, the same idol who was
toppled when the ark was placed next to it). He
demolished the central pillars of the building he was in
and thousands of the mocking, pagan Philistines were
killed.

These stories are great examples of why we need to trust
God and His word as the final authority when making
decisions or trying to discern wrong from right. The
enemy knows how to use our weaknesses. Delilah was
not the first woman who had gotten Samson in trouble.
Like a few of the kings of Judah and Israel, women
seemed to be his weak spot. The Word of God will
NEVER lead us astray.


