
It Happened Here
Caesarea Philippi

Introduction
Perhaps one of the most annoying conversations we can
have is one in which the other person dominates the
conversation talking about him or herself, or, constantly
gazes around the room, completely disengaged with what
we have to say.

How differently Jesus interacted with those He met. He
was a master at asking questions – not because He
needed to know the answers, but because He wanted to
get to a deeper level of understanding and caring for the
men, women, and children whose lives He would
change.

Digging In
Read: Matthew 16:13-16

Digging Deeper
Jesus and his disciples traveled near the pagan city of
Caesarea Philippi, but as Orthodox Jews would not have
spent time in pagan Gentile places. In fact, there is no
indication that they even entered the city. Yet it is here
that Jesus, who had come to offer salvation to a lost
world, asked a question whose answer changed
everything. The disciples had been with Jesus for three
years. Why do you think He asked the questions He did
in the Matthew 16 passage?

With His second question, Jesus cuts right to the quick,
“who do you say I am?”

What an awkward moment for these men who had not
only been with Him, but who had seen Him perform
miracle after miracle.

Application
In your walk with Christ, you may have experienced
many different seasons – seasons of joy, sorrow, hope,
despair. Perhaps you have even asked, as we all have,
“who are you, Jesus? Why have there been hard times on
my journey? Why is the world so full of pain and evil?
Who are you!” If so, describe such a time in your life.

As with the disciples, we too are lovingly asked the
question, “but what about you, who do you say I am?”
We are brought back to this simple truth – He is
Messiah, the Savior, the living God. As His plan for our
lives unfolds, we can know that He is trustworthy, kind
and the lover of our souls. How does His love for you
help you face life’s hard questions?

More Background
The Hebrew word for “ask” is “sha’al” and from it comes
the name, Shaul, or as we know it, Saul. In Saul’s pre-
conversion life he ravaged the church, entering the
homes of believers, sending them to prison. But on the
road to Damascus, Saul was confronted with a life-
changing question as well. It was his Caesarea Philippi
moment, for on that road to Damascus Jesus asks, “Saul,
Saul, why do you persecute me?” And what does Saul do?
The moment that defines his entire life from the time
he received his name, to that moment was fulfilled –
Saul asked, “Who are you, Lord?”
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Digging In
Read: Acts 9:1-22

Digging Deeper
Why do you think God blinded Paul’s eyes?

How did Ananias express concern to God?

How could the story have ended differently had Ananias
not heeded God’s message?

What three things happened next to Saul?

Why were the believers in Jerusalem still so afraid of
Saul?

Application
There are 307 questions recorded in the New Testament
– wonderful, life-changing questions that Jesus asked –
yet most were answered with another question or a
parable. We are taught from a young age to answer
someone who asks us a question – it would be rude not
to do so. So often, however, our answers do not really say
what we mean, or what we feel, and our questions to
others are usually not intended to illicit anything other
than a pat response. On the other hand, Jesus wanted to
know those around Him in a deeper way. He wanted
them to know themselves in a deeper way, as
conversation led to a relationship – and He was all about
relationships! Asking and listening is to learn why a
given question matters to someone. Then, we ask
another question and yet another, until we have made
our concern go deeper than the question. Peter and Saul,
who became known as Paul, both came face to face with
the truth that Jesus was Messiah. We too must answer

Prayer
Ask God to open your heart and eyes to those around you – everyone you meet is fighting a hard battle. The hurting,
the hopeless, the stranger, the friend – ask questions, really ask questions, and in doing so, get to know the heart of the
one before you. To listen, to care, to acknowledge another’s worth – God let me be your hands, your feet, your heart,
your ears. It may be all it takes to win a soul.

that question. When Jesus asks, “who do you say I am?”
our answer will determine our eternity. Let us, like Peter
and Paul, answer with certainty in our Caesarea
Philippi moment, “you are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.”


