
It Happened Here
Capernaum

Introduction
Have you ever moved from one town to another and
felt emotional upheaval as you left behind
everything that was familiar to you? If you have,
then you may wonder how Jesus was feeling when
he left his hometown of Nazareth and went to live
in Capernaum.

We can often look back and see that a move was God
calling us to something better, something kingdom
related. For Jesus, however, there was no need to
look back. He knew God’s plan well in advance, and
it was at Capernaum that this plan would begin to
unfold. Miracle after miracle at Capernaum would
change lives – not just for those who came and left
healed, but for those who watched, and followed
this one called Jesus.

Digging In
Read: Luke 4:31; Matthew 4:12-17; John 1:43

Digging Deeper
How have you seen God at work during times of
trial and change in your life?

What lessons did you learn in those times of trial
that you may not have learned otherwise?

Application
Proverbs 16:9 says, “the heart of man plans his way,
but the LORD establishes his steps.” With Jesus,
his heart was fully given to God’s plan; his steps
were in accord with what God wanted. Time and
again in the New Testament Jesus says that he does
his father’s will…even when this brings great trial
and change in Jesus’ life. What an example for us,
and what a reminder for us.

God never says that our lives will be free of trial or
change, but He does say that he will be with us.
Perhaps we need to reframe our perspective when
such times come. Instead of focusing on the
challenge/change, what if we thanked God that He
is with us, and then trusted Him to guide our steps?

Jesus’ perspective highlights what the Apostle Paul
writes in Romans 8:28: All things work together for
GOD’s(!) good for those who love God. What is good
for God is that we would know Him and trust Him
and walk with Him, and that we would seek His
will above our own. Trials and changes will come,
but God uses them to help us align our plans with
His.

More Background
I wonder if Jesus may have used his carpentry skills
to construct and repair fishing boats that were in
Capernaum. Perhaps this is how he identified his
first disciples, whom he called to leave their fishing
nets, follow Him, and become fishers of men. These
disciples would experience first-hand the miracles
that would happen in Capernaum, the village
whose very name means “comfort.” Large crowds
came to Jesus. Each person came facing a trial of
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one sort or another, and each person needed the
Savior’s touch, not just for comfort and healing, but
for learning a kingdom lesson. Peter’s mother-in-
law, a Centurion’s servant, a paralytic, a demon
possessed man – all came bearing a trial, all had a
need, but all left restored and comforted at
Capernaum.

As happened in Capernaum, and happens still
today, there are those who refuse to believe, refuse
to see the miracles of God’s hand, and such unbelief
ends in judgment. Jesus went so far as to say that
had Sodom seen the miracles performed at
Capernaum, the city would not have been destroyed.
Pretty serious words!

Digging In
Read: Luke 4:31-37//Mark 1:21-28

Luke 4:38-41//Matt 8:14-17//Mark 1:29-34
Luke 7:1-10
Matthew 11: 20-24

Digging Deeper
Capernaum is mentioned 16 times in the New
Testament and most passages tell of miracles
performed there. Why then do you think the people
of Capernaum still did not believe?

Why do you think Jesus chose small Capernaum to
spend seventy percent of his time in ministry?

Capernaum was not only situated on the Sea of
Galilee, but also on an important trade route. How
do you think Capernaum’s location affected Jesus’
ministry?

Prayer
Pray that when trials come into your life, you will still believe that God is trustworthy. He wants to hear that;
He wants to meet you in your trials. Pray that you will trust His heart, His character, His faithfulness, and
His promises. Ask Him to take your trials, and in your Capernaum moment, bring healing and comfort.

Application
James 1:2-4 tells us that though trials are not joyful,
they are meant to strengthen and grow our faith,
resulting in maturity which makes us more like
Christ.
We need to see our situation as God sees it, so that
we can understand our trials from His perspective.
Trials touch everyone. We do not have control over
the trials we face, but we do have control over how
we respond, and that defines what we really think
about God.

Do trials in your life make you draw closer to God,
or do they make God seem more distant?

In what ways can trials make us grow spiritually?

How can the trials we face prepare us to help
someone else experiencing a similar difficulty?


