
It Happened Here
Dan

Introduction
An early account in the Old Testament tells the story
of Abram and his nephew Lot. We read that
quarreling broke out between their herdsmen
because the land could not support all the tents,
flocks, and herds. To keep peace, Abram suggested
that he and his nephew part ways, and he allowed Lot
first pick of the land. Lot chose to settle in the fertile
area to the east, in Sodom, a town known for its
wickedness and great sinning against God.

Later, when Abram heard that his nephew had been
captured and taken to Dan (very possibly Dan Jaan
mentioned in 2 Samuel 24:6)Abram took 318 trained
men and went in pursuit of Lot. He rescued his
nephew, Lot’s possessions, and all the goods that had
been taken from Sodom.

Digging In
Read: Genesis 13:5-13; 14:1-16

Digging Deeper
Lot chose to live among the sinful men of Sodom,
and though he was called a righteous man, we must
wonder if his testimony of God’s faithfulness was

silent or ineffective. When angels visited Abram
with the news that Sodom and Gomorrah would be
destroyed, Abram bargained with them, asking that
the cities be spared if just 10 righteous men could be
found, yet only Lot, his wife, and their daughters
escaped, and Lot’s wife, because of disobedience as
they fled, brought judgment upon herself.

Genesis 19 tells the story of Sodom’s destruction.
Though Lot survived, what is the end of the story for
Lot and his daughters?

Application
The story of Abram and Lot is one of deep love,
pursuit, and of not giving up. It is a picture of Christ,
who loves us with an unconditional love, who
pursues us, and who never gives up on us. As we
consider Lot’s choice to live life in Sodom, we come
to realize that the Apostle Paul was correct when he
said we would have to leave this world if we expect
to separate ourselves from all immorality and
godlessness. The reality, however, is simply this - we
are to be salt and light to those around us. We are to
be “in” the world, but not “of” the world. Have there
been times in your life that you felt alone when
standing for what you knew to be right? How was
God’s word a source of strength for you during those
times?

More Background
Centuries after Abram rescued Lot, Joshua led the
Israelites into the Promise Land. The tribe of Dan
never fully conquered the area allotted to them
because of their lack of faith in God, so they

by Margo Carlson



migrated to the north and took the city of Laish,
renaming it Dan. The Danites began cultic practices
involving the worship of idols, and by establishing
patterns of disobedience against God’s laws, became
much like the Sodom of old.

Digging In
Read: Psalm 1:1-2, 6; Proverbs 13:20-21;
1 Corinthians 15:33-34

Digging Deeper
Look again at Psalm 1. What are some of the ways
that walking with God will result in blessings?

What are we promised in Proverbs 13: 20-21?

What is the warning given to us in 1 Corinthians
15:33-34?

Application
Today, we as believers are told that we must “get
with the times.” But God’s view of sin and
disobedience has been made very clear. He does not
change His mind. He gave His Son, a Savior, to bring
truth and life.

Those who are disobedient show not just a lack of
belief, but also a disregard for morality and a
stubborn pride, which puts them on a path of
separation from God. We are all sinners, but we
cannot continue to live in our sin, make excuses for
it, or attempt to justify it. We are to repent, ask
forgiveness, and seek more conformity to Christ.

Prayer
Ask God to protect you from false teaching, and the pressure to conform to the world’s standards. Ask Him
to give you a deep desire to follow God’s laws, and then set about to surround yourself with people of wisdom,
deep faith, and good character.

What are some of the idols that people worship
today? What do the above scriptures have to say to
us about how we should live? Think of ways that
your influence can have a positive effect on the lives
of people where you live, where you work, and
perhaps even within your own family.


