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It Happened Here Elah Valley

Introduction
I am sure that everyone can remember being sent on an
errand by Mom or Dad. However, there probably are not
many of us that landed smack in the middle of a military
battle during that errand. David did. Jesse, David’s
father, sent David to the Elah valley with food for his
brothers and their commander who were all busy
fighting the Philistines. When David got there, he heard
Goliath challenging the Israelites to send a man to fight
him. The Israelites were all terrified, and no one was
volunteering to fight Goliath. King Saul had already
offered rewards to anyone willing to fight the giant, but
no one was stepping up. David was horrified by the
arrogant, blasphemous words that Goliath was speaking
and wondered out loud why everyone was letting Goliath
get away with such behavior. After enduring a curt
dressing-down by his older brother, David himself
volunteered to go up against Goliath.

David had already been anointed as the next king by
Samuel, but Saul did not know this. Saul did know
David though, because David had a part-time job in
Saul’s court. Saul had an evil spirit that tormented him,
and when David played his harp, the evil spirit departed
from Saul. Saul tried to talk David out of challenging
Goliath. When he could not, he tried to put his own
clothes and armor on David. David did not want the
armor though, because he was not used to it. Instead, he
went out to meet the battle-ready giant wearing nothing
but his shepherding clothes, and his trust and
confidence in the Living God.

Digging In
Read: 1 Samuel 17

Digging Deeper
In 1 Samuel 17:28-29, David’s older brother Eliab clearly
thought that David was being an insolent show-off.
What do you think David’s real motivation was? Hint:
focus on 1 Samuel 17:45-47.

Application
David really took offense to Goliath’s blasphemous
words against God’s own army. Even at his young age,
David must have had quite a strong relationship with
God. He felt so strongly about it that he challenged all
the grown men around him to find out why no one was
doing anything about Goliath and his taunts. Have you
ever felt so strongly about someone or something that it
spurred you to action when you heard someone making
fun of the person or thing you cared for so deeply?

Have you ever been around anyone making fun of God
or His people? Have you ever been made fun of because
of your faith? What did you do about it?

Why does it sometimes seem harder to stand up for God
or your own faith than it is to stand up for a friend or
even a stranger?

More Background
As we noted before, Saul already knew David because
David played his harp to make the evil spirit that
tormented Saul go away. With that said, I do not think
Saul remembered much about David’s family, and he
did not know yet that David had been chosen as the next
King. As we know from the later stories in 1 Samuel,
Saul does not take threats to his greatness very lightly.



If he had known that David had been chosen to replace
him, Saul would have done everything he could to get
rid of David, not protect him.

It is interesting that after sending “messengers to Jesse”
telling Jesse to send “his son David who is with the
flock” in 1 Samuel 16:19, Saul then had to ask Abner, the
commander of his army, “whose son is this young man?”
after David had killed Goliath (see 1 Samuel 17:55). Saul
had already hired David to play his harp, but obviously
had forgotten what he knew about David’s family.

At this point, Saul must have realized that David was
something special. Not only could he calm evil spirits by
playing his harp, but he had just killed the Philistine’s
champion warrior when the entire army was afraid to
try. Suddenly, David piqued Saul’s curiosity, and Saul
wanted to know more about him.

Digging In
Read: 1 Samuel 16

Digging Deeper
1 Samuel 16:13 gives us some insight into where David
got his confidence, abilities, and bravery. Can you think
of other examples in the Bible where regular people did
great things because they trusted in God’s power?

Application
In the video, Pastor John talks about the battles we face
every day. I am sure that at some point we have all felt
like the “underdog” when we are fighting one of our
battles. So many times, it feels like we just do not have
the strength to do what we need to do. That is TRUE!
Many times, we do not have the strength or the ability
to fight our battles on our own. But...our almighty, all-

Prayer
Take this opportunity to give your battles over to God. Admit that you cannot do everything on your own and lay that
burden down at the foot of the cross. Ask God to give you strength and wisdom. Ask for discernment to know what
God is asking of you in that battle. Most of all, ask God to help you draw close to Him. Too many times we spend so
much time and effort striving and struggling to DO God’s will, rather than BEING with God, and resting in His
will. Ask God to help you know when He wants you to act and when He wants you to simply abide with Him in His
refuge. There are times for both.

powerful God has the strength, and He is ALWAYS with
us, and ALWAYS knows our struggles.

What battle are you fighting?

Have you been trying to fight that battle on your own?
If so, why?

Sometimes we may feel that our daily battles are too
trivial to bother God with, even if those battles seem like
Goliaths to us. Does that sound familiar?

What can you give over to God today?

Until Samuel revealed that David was God’s choice as
the next king, David was just a kid tending sheep for his
father. In fact, David’s own family did not think it was
worth calling him in from the fields when Samuel
arrived to anoint the next king. This is one of many
examples in the Bible where God uses the “little
people,” the “nobodies” that escape notice. Yet...once
God sends His Spirit, mighty things happen. God has
given us His Spirit too! Yes, God wants to use YOU!

If you need more proof that God can use the most
unlikely people, read Exodus 3 and 4, Judges 6, and
Matthew 4:12-22.

Also notice that while Moses and Gideon were called to
action, the disciples were initially called simply to follow
and be with Jesus. Sometimes the greatest things happen
we just spend time with God. Not every victory is marked
by trumpets, cymbals, and beheading giants. Some great
victories are quiet victories.


