
It Happened Here En-Gedi

Introduction
Do you remember playing Hide and Seek when you were
young? Did you ever find yourself in the situation where
you were hiding and the person “seeking” you came into
your hiding place? I bet you held your breath and tried
to be as “invisible” as possible, hoping he or she thought
you were part of the background. I imagine David did
the same thing when Saul entered the cave in which he
was hiding. In that instance, the stakes were quite a bit
higher since Saul wanted to kill David. David had to
have been thinking “of all the caves in En-Gedi, you had
to pick this one?” Being human, he must have eventually
realized that he had the upper hand since he knew Saul
was in the cave, while Saul did not know David was
there. David could have killed Saul easily and rightfully
assumed his throne sooner rather than later. Instead, he
had mercy on Saul, and submitted to him after Saul left
the cave.

Digging In
Read: 1 Samuel 24

Digging Deeper
After cutting off a piece of Saul’s robe, verses 5-7 tell us
that David’s conscience bothered him. Although he
could have killed Saul, he felt convicted of “stretching
out his hand against the Lord’s anointed” for simply
cutting off a corner of Saul’s robe. Acting on his
conviction, he called out to Saul after leaving the cave

and confessed his action. How did this affect Saul? What
was Saul’s response? (See verses 16-22)

What do you think would have happened if the roles had
been reversed and David entered a cave where Saul had
been hiding?

Application
David was running from Saul because Saul was
threatened by David’s leadership and prowess in battle.
Saul also had an evil spirit that tormented him at times.
This caused Saul to make several attempts to “pin David
to the wall with the spear.” David eventually fled for his
life. He was “on the run” for a very long time, much of
that time was spent in the wilderness. This had to be
thoroughly exhausting. He must have been physically
tired from all the hiking, running, climbing, etc. Beyond
that, the mental and emotional strain of being on “high
alert” at all times must have been profound. Perhaps he
was even questioning whether God had truly chosen him
to be King. Have you ever been so tired and weary that
you made (or almost made) a bad decision or did
something you knew was wrong simply because your
ability to reason was “worn out” or you just felt there was
no other way out of the situation?

Has God ever nudged you in the right direction during
one of those times when you felt trapped or burnt out?
How?

How do difficult times teach us to find our strength and
refreshment in God?

More Background
Prior to the incident with Saul in the cave at En-Gedi,
David had been helped by quite a few other people.
Twice in fact, he had been protected by Jonathan, Saul’s
son. The first time, Saul had told Jonathan and some of
Saul’s own servants to kill David. Jonathan rightly
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convinced Saul that David had not sinned against Saul,
and did not deserve death. The second time, Jonathan
and David secretly concocted an elaborate scheme to let
David (who was hiding in a field) know if Saul had
decided to kill David. Saul made it clear that he did
indeed plan to kill David. Jonathan then warned his
dear friend, so that David could escape.

Digging In
Read: 1 Samuel 20

Digging Deeper
In verses 12 through 15, Jonathan promises to warn
David, fully aware that doing so will risk his own safety.
Jonathan knows that David will one day be King, and
therefore asks David for protection for himself and his
household, if he survives the risk he is taking by
choosing David over Saul. He phrases this request using
the Hebrew word chesed. This word can be translated as
lovingkindness, and implies a sense of love and loyalty
as well as steadfastness. This word is frequently used to
describe God’s covenant love for His people. Do you have
a close friend like Jonathan? Are you that friend to
someone else?

Application
As mentioned above, the Hebrew word chesed is used
many times in the Bible, often to describe God’s love for
his children. Perhaps David clung to this word
describing God’s love and promise to him as he wearily
traveled further and further to escape Saul. Think about
the difficult times you described in the first
“application” section of this devotion. How did God
show His chesed to you during those times?

David had a pretty rough go of it during the initial years
after God told Samuel that David was the one chosen to
replace Saul on the throne. Time after time Saul tried to
kill David because he felt David was a threat. The

Prayer
Thank God for his steadfast love for you and the gift of His son Jesus. Talk to Him about those areas in your life that
cause you to feel worn out and exhausted. Ask Him for peace, as well as perseverance and wisdom for these situations.
Finally ask God to remind you of His chesed, His lovingkindness that defines His relationship with us, when you feel
that your soul is tired and in need of refreshment.

constant vigilance David had to maintain must have
been exhausting. Fortunately David was blessed with
many people who helped him, including Jonathan, who
truly loved and served David. It is hard to imagine a
closer friend than one who is willing to risk his or her
life for you. In turn, David promised chesed, or steadfast
lovingkindness toward Jonathan and his family. God has
chosen to bless us with His chesed by sending His son,
the Lord Jesus to die for us, so that NOTHING can
separate us from Him. When you are weary and burnt
out from the struggles that life brings, spend a few
minutes meditating on the word chesed and how God’s
devotion to you and His provision for your life are
sources of strength and refreshment.


