
It Happened Here Gamla

Introduction
Gamla is not mentioned in the Bible. However, the
1st century AD Jewish historian Josephus Flavius,
who commanded Jewish forces in the Galilee
during the Jewish Revolt against Rome in AD
66-73, gave a very detailed description of the city. It
was just six miles east of the northern tip of the Sea
of Galilee, located on a sloping promontory that sat
between two converging valleys. The site was only
approachable from the east. A massive wall, with
towers protected this eastern side of the site.
Excavations have revealed one of the earliest
synagogues in Galilee; it was founded already in the
first century BC. Perhaps Jesus visited Gamla and
taught there.

Digging In
Read: Matthew 4:23; 13:54-58

Digging Deeper
The New Testament records more than ten
occasions where Jesus ministered in synagogues.
Early synagogues were used for multiple purposes:
as a school, a courtroom, a place to meet, and a
place for students to read and discuss scripture. We
read in Matt 13:54-58 that when Jesus arrived in his
hometown of Nazareth that he went to the

synagogue to teach. Immediately people who knew
Jesus began to question His authority.

What questions did they ask one another?

Why do you think they reacted as they did?

What happened as a result?

Application
If we are honest, we may have to admit that it would
be very easy to criticize the people from Jesus’
hometown. But how easy can it be for us to be
critical of someone we know because of our own
jealousy or pride. Can you think of a time when
having a critical spirit kept you from accepting
counsel from someone you know well—someone
perhaps you did not feel had the right to assume
their opinion or insight was wanted or needed?

How can we let God change our hearts to keep us
from judging another person, or making
assumptions about them that may not be fair, or
true? What is the usual outcome of having a
condescending attitude toward someone?

More Background
Initially loyal to Rome, Gamla turned rebellious,
resulting in a Roman siege and subsequent conquest
of the city in AD 67. We must wonder how many in
Gamla may have heard Jesus and chosen to believe.
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Digging In
Read: Matthew 9:3; 23:1-27; Deuteronomy 11:18

Digging Deeper
In the verse from Deuteronomy, what was the
purpose of binding His Word on one’s forehead?

What part of that commandment did the Pharisees
miss?

What are some of the ways Jesus described the
Pharisees?

Application
Like the people from Jesus’ hometown, the
Pharisees also questioned who Jesus was, and
because of pride, found fault with Him. Jesus
pointed out that while they bound phylacteries
(boxes containing scripture) on their foreheads for
all to see how religious they were, they failed to
bind the truth of the Word on their hearts. The
Hebrew word for “bind” is qashar, which more
broadly means “to tie/join together.” It connotes a
close and sturdy connection; God’s word should be
connected to our thoughts, our emotions, our
meditation, and our capacity to love and serve.
Everything we do should flow out of having the
Word of God knit together with our heart. If we do,
then our thoughts will be His, our emotions driven
by Him, our meditation centered on Him, our
capacity to love measured by His, and our
willingness to serve driven by His servant’s heart.

Prayer
Ask God to help you not see yourself as wise in your own eyes, but to show you how to become humble and
willing to learn from Him and others. Ask Him to bind His word on your heart so that you may live each
day wholly devoted to Him.

Paul, in his letter to the Colossians (2:2) said, “I
want them to be encouraged, being knit together by
strong ties of love. I want them to have complete
confidence that they understand God’s mysterious
plan, which is Christ Himself” (NLT). We are, then,
admonished to knit God’s Word to our hearts, and
to the hearts of other believers, in love.

How can selfish pride bind us in the wrong way?

How can binding His Word on our hearts liberate
and inspire us to live for Him?

As Christ went from synagogue to synagogue, His
message brought hope and life. He was Messiah,
and through Him sins would be forgiven, and the
promise of eternal life made secure. Have you
accepted His free gift, and the love He offers you?


