
It Happened Here Gath

Introduction
Have you ever had a problem or a concern going on in
your life that just seems to take over? Maybe you are
going through something like that right now. You
cannot stop thinking about it. Every time you sit still the
issue consumes your thoughts. You read the same
paragraph over and over because your brain will not let
you concentrate on anything except that overwhelming
concern. No matter what you do, you just cannot seem to
conquer that problem.

Goliath, who was from Gath, was kind of like that for
the Israelites. He was huge and scary, and even when
they were in their own camp, Goliath left his own men
and came to taunt the Israelites and their God “on their
own turf.” They just could not get away from this giant.
At some point Goliath had become so huge and powerful
in the Israelites’ minds that he seemed “unbeatable.”

Digging In
Read: 1 Samuel 17

Digging Deeper
Imagine what Goliath must have thought when he saw
David. Who was this pipsqueak that was challenging the
massive warrior? Goliath was wearing armor and had a
sword, a spear, and a javelin, not to mention he was over
9 feet tall, according to the text. David was a young
shepherd boy, did not wear armor, and did not seem to

have any weapons that could possibly take down the
champion warrior of the Philistines. However, David
had the greatest weapon of all: the presence of his
omnipotent God. Furthermore, David had a goal that
went beyond winning the battle.

What was that goal? (Hint: read 1 Samuel 17:46-47).

Application
God’s goal and David’s goal were in alignment. By
defeating Goliath, God would be glorified, and His
might and power would be evident not only to the
Israelites, but also to the Philistines, and “all the earth”
would know that Israel’s God is alive and almighty.
When you have been overwhelmed by a problem or
concern in the past, have you ever been able to see God’s
purpose for that trial once you were on the other side of
it?

Pastor John’s teaching encourages us to look at what
happened after David had defeated Goliath. So often we
forget that the story does not end after David kills
Goliath. Once their champion was dead, the Philistines
turned tail and ran. The Israelite army chased them all
the way back to Ekron and Goliath’s hometown of Gath.
After David had relied on God and won the battle, the
Israelite army suddenly had the confidence to chase the
entire Philistine army away.

Is there a time during a trial in your life when you were
able to give that trial over to God and rely on His
strength?

Did that help you have the strength and confidence to
conquer that trial? Write a little bit about this
experience.

Are you able to think of ways to help you rely on God
more right now and to trust Him with your current
problems and concerns?
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More Background
There are other examples in scripture of people who
struggled with trials but learned to see God amid that
difficulty. Paul describes a “thorn in his flesh” which
apparently tormented him significantly. Although we do
not know exactly what this malady was, it was severe
enough that Paul begged God three times to take the
“thorn” away. Although God did not take the thorn
away, He did answer Paul’s prayer.

Digging In
Read: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Digging Deeper
Why did God allow Paul to have this “thorn”?

What was God’s answer when Paul asked God to remove
the thorn?

What do you think it means when Paul says, “when I am
weak, then I am strong?”

Application
The words Paul used when he talks about his “thorn”
seem to be very carefully chosen. Verse 7 can be quite
difficult to unpack. Paul clearly feels that the thorn itself
was from Satan, yet states that the thorn was “given,”
and attributes a Godly purpose to the thorn—to keep
Paul from exalting himself. The word “given” seems to
be an especially interesting choice. Considering how
much this problem bothered Paul, it seems that words
like “inflicted,” “imposed,” or “forced upon” would have
been more likely choices. Instead, he chose the word
“given,” which is often associated with more pleasant
and valuable things like gifts or opportunities. Could it

Prayer
Thank God that He is in control, knows everything that is going on in this world, and has a plan and purpose for all
of it. If you have one of those “Goliath” concerns in your life right now, ask God to help you give that concern over to
Him. Ask Him to show you how He is working in that concern and ask Him for the peace that comes with knowing
He is in control. Pray for strength and endurance and ask Him for help in taking your thoughts captive and turning
them over to Him, so that the problem loses its control over your life.

be that Paul realized that despite the unpleasantness of
the thorn, there was a higher purpose? The pain of the
thorn was less than the value of its ultimate effect?

Are you able to identify any ongoing “thorn” in your life
that seems unpleasant on the surface, but ultimately
brings about something good like personal growth, a
closer relationship with God, a beneficial change of any
sort?

Can you see a problem in your life where you are trying
to be strong and control the situation rather than laying
it at the foot of the cross and handing it over to God? Do
you think it is possible that if you admitted your
weakness and inability to “fix” the situation, it would
allow space for God to show His strength? Are you
willing to do that?

I do not know anyone that lacks difficulties or problems
in life. John 16:33 says “In the world you have will
tribulation. But take courage; I have overcome the
world.” It does not say you “may” have tribulation; it says
tribulation is there—no getting around it. The passage
we read in 1 Samuel shows that sometimes God helps us
defeat that problem, fear, concern, etc., and chase it back
to where it came from. 2 Corinthians tells us that in
some cases the problem may never go away completely.
However, in both cases, God has a purpose and a plan.
Furthermore, we can rest in the assurance given to us in
Romans 8:28: “And we know that God causes all things
to work together for good to those who love God and are
called according to His purpose.” When we face the
difficulties that life throws at us, we can be bold in
dealing with them, and have faith that God is in control,
knows what He is doing, and has a purpose, even though
it may be hard for us to see at first.


