
It Happened Here Herodium

Introduction
Throughout Israel you can see evidence of Herod the
Great’s building prowess. This includes the rebuilding
and expansion of the temple in Jerusalem, the fortress
on Masada, and the fortress/palace of Herodium. He
also founded the city of Caesarea Maritima and oversaw
the construction of the port there. Even though we can
now only see bits and pieces of the ruins, the skill and
design evident in these structures is astonishing.

Unfortunately, Herod’s legacy is far darker than just
overseeing the construction of some of the most amazing
architectural achievements of his time. Some historians
think that he suffered from depression and paranoia for
most of his life. In his quest for power, he married a
woman named Mariamne who was the daughter of the
leader that Herod was trying to help return to the
Judean throne. This was an effort to ensure his line to
the throne. Unfortunately, he was already married to a
woman named Doris, so he banished Doris and their
son. Later, after Herod had been named King of Judea,
he had Mariamne executed. Sadly, her own mother
testified against her to gain Herod’s favor. It did not
work. Herod had Mariamne’s mother executed without
even allowing her to have a trial. During his reign, he
also had three of his own sons executed because he
feared that they may try to overthrow him or have him
assassinated.

Digging In
Read: Ephesians 2:11-22

Digging Deeper
Although this passage also talks about building, the
message is very different than the theme we see in
Herod’s life. Much of Herod’s life was about division:
one king against another, one family member against
another, even one high priest against another. In this
letter to the Ephesians, Paul speaks to unity in Christ.

Which two groups is Christ uniting in this passage?
(Review verse 22.)

How does Paul describe this united group of believers?

Application
Throughout history we can see many examples of
tyrannical leaders keeping the people in a place of
submission by turning one group against another. If the
people are busy fighting each other, there is less
opportunity for them to band together and threaten the
ruling party. Unfortunately, the church has not been
immune to this. The enemy works through division too,
and his target is the church.

How can we as believers promote unity among God’s
people?

What can you do to promote unity either in your church
or the greater church of all believers?

More Background
After Herod died in Jericho and was buried at
Herodium, his son Archelaus (by Herod’s fourth wife,
Malthace), ruled over Judea for 10 years. After he was
deposed, Judea became a province of Rome and was
under the direct rule of “governors” appointed by Rome.
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Pontius Pilate was one of these governors. Archelaus was
felt to be an even bloodier tyrant than his father. Being
under the rule of the Roman prefects and governors was
no walk in the park either. Many of them were quite
tyrannical in their rule. You can see why Judea was
desperate for a “good king.”

Digging In
Read: Luke 19:28-44

Digging Deeper
This is the very familiar passage that is frequently read
on Palm Sunday. Why were the people of Jerusalem so
excited to welcome Jesus into the city?

What do you think Jesus meant in verses 42-44?

Application
While the people of Jerusalem were looking for a literal
king who could free them from Roman rule, Jesus was
offering a completely different type of kingship. The
kingdom of God is so much more than any ruler on
earth could offer. While the people of Jerusalem wanted
to be freed from the tyranny of Rome during their
earthly life, Jesus offered eternal life and freedom from
sin. This was an entirely different type of freedom than
the people thought they wanted. It was what they needed
rather than what they wanted.

Have you ever found that when God gives you what you
need, it looks very different than what you thought you
wanted? Can you write down some specific examples?

Herod worked hard to control and solidify his seat of
power. However, no matter how hard he tried and how
many enemies he executed, it would all end with his
death. There was no way he could escape death, and

Prayer
Thank God that the gift of eternal life, freedom, and joy through Jesus’ sacrifice is far better than any worldly success.
Pray that He will help you to remember this when you get discouraged and disappointed by the world. Ask Him to
show you ways to further His Kingdom here on earth by loving and promoting unity among His people.

therefore there was no way to avoid the end of his rule
over Judea. Meanwhile, nearby in the small humble
town of Bethlehem, a baby was born who would lead us
to the eternal Kingdom of Heaven. Jesus represented
everything we need, even though many never recognized,
understood, or accepted what He offered. That still holds
true today. So many people spend so much time finding
power through division and self-serving desires.
Frustratingly, on the surface this frequently seems to
work. As in Herod’s day, these people often seem to
“win” in this world. Jesus offers eternal unity, peace that
passes understanding, and the unfathomable joy of
spending eternity with Him in heaven. While worldly
methods of obtaining what we want may be successful for
a short period of time, they are far surpassed by Jesus’
offer of eternal life and joy.


