
It Happened Here Jericho

Introduction
The city of Jericho is located at an oasis in the southern
Jordan Valley. It overlooks the broad Jordan Valley plain
and controls routes into the Judean Hill Country to its
west. Because of its access to water, it was a major site
from prehistoric and historic periods. Huge fortifications
and palaces were built in the Early and Middle Bronze
Ages (ca. 3700-1550 BC). By the Late Bronze Age—the
period of the Israelites’ entry into Canaan—Jericho was
smaller, but still utilizing the foundations of these
earlier fortifications. In Joshua’s day, however, a
contiguous ring of houses was built atop the foundations
of the earlier city walls and served as the actual line of
defense for the city (cf. Josh 2:15).

Can you imagine what it must have been like to be a
resident of Jericho when Joshua and his people showed
up to take the city? Perhaps the inhabitants of Jericho
thought: “what are these strange foreigners doing? Why
are they marching around the city blowing rams’ horns?”
After a few days, it must have been almost comical (or
annoying)—“here they go again.” On the seventh day,
the residents of Jericho might have been laughing at
Joshua and his people, thinking it would be just another
day of watching the Israelites march around the city. It
must have been total shock and chaos when the horns
blew again, Joshua and his people began shouting, and
the city walls fell

Digging In
Read: Joshua 1

Digging Deeper
In Josh 1:6-9, after promising that Canaan would belong
to the Israelites, God told Joshua to be strong and
courageous three times. He also gave Joshua the key to
success in the quest to take Canaan. What was this key
to success?

Application
After God’s “pep talk” in verses 2-9, Joshua set about
preparing the people to enter Canaan. At that point it
does not seem that God had given Joshua any specific
instructions about how to conquer Canaan except that
Joshua should meditate on the law, and follow the law
without deviation. Have you ever been instructed by
someone in authority to perform a task or complete a
project that you felt unprepared to complete? What was
your response to that person? Did you ask for further
direction or did you “blindly” proceed, hoping and
trusting that instructions were coming soon? What was
the end result?

Have you ever felt led by God to do something that you
were not quite sure how to do? Did you take that leap of
faith? If so, how did you build up the courage to do so?

More Background
Why does Joshua single out the tribes of Reuben, Gad,
and half of Manasseh in Joshua 1:10-18? If we briefly
turn back to Numbers 32, we read where these people
had petitioned Moses to give them land on the east side
of the Jordan rather than “across the Jordan” (in
Canaan) because it was very suitable for livestock. Moses
agreed as long as the men continued across the Jordan
and helped their fellow Israelites conquer Canaan.
Joshua was reminding them of their promise. The two
and a half tribes remembered their promise to Moses,
and agreed to obey Joshua “in all things” just as they had
obeyed Moses. Little did they know, but that was going
to mean following orders that would seem quite strange!
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Digging In
Read: Joshua 6

Digging Deeper
Imagine being Joshua. How confused would you have
been at God’s instructions? Why march around Jericho
once a day blowing the horns you are carrying? This is
NOT how anyone would picture conquering a fortified
city. Why would the walls fall down on the seventh day
just because horns were blown and people shouted?
Interestingly, the Bible does not tell us that Joshua
questioned God at all, he merely listened to God’s
instructions and then explained the plan to the “troops”.
What do you think your response would have been to
these instructions?

Can you think of any reason why God would use such a
strange way to defeat Jericho? Hint: Remember how
many times the Israelites had disobeyed God or doubted
Him in the previous 40 years of wandering in the desert.
Could this be a way to show God’s glory and reward the
Israelites’ faith if they followed His commands? Can you
think of any other reasons?

Application
Remember in Joshua 1, God told Joshua to “be
courageous” multiple times. Although it is easy to think
of a great warrior or soldier being “courageous” in war,
or an athlete being “courageous” and defying all odds to
win, sometimes even the little things require great
courage. Presumably, the Israelites—including Joshua—
probably thought God would reveal some amazing battle
plan to invade the city and take it by force. Instead, they
were instructed to walk around carrying the Ark of the
Covenant, blow some horns, and shout. Physically, that
seems easy compared to invading a fortified city and
taking it by force. But can you imagine the courage it
took to obey these commands that seemed so…bizarre?
Yet it worked, and when the walls fell, the fortified city
was suddenly much easier to conquer!

Prayer
Ask God to show you where you have built walls in your life that are holding you back from growing in Him. Then
ask Him to tear down those walls and to give you courage to move beyond the leftover rubble. God knows our hearts.
He knows that risk is scary for us. Pray that He increases your faith in Him, knowing that He can do exceedingly
more in you than you can even imagine. Sometimes we just need the courage and strength to take that first step. God
loves you and truly knows what is best. Ask Him for the strength and faith to believe that.

What has God asked you to do in your life that seemed
like a “little thing,” but that actually required great
courage? Did you do it? How did God reward you for
being brave enough to follow Him in the “little things”?

In the video, Pastor John talked about the walls we build
in our lives. I suspect every person who has ever lived
has built some kind of emotional “wall” in his or her
life. Those “walls” seem to be protective at the time, but
really, they only limit us in the future. Fear is the
greatest “wall builder” in the world. We must remember
that God causes ALL things to work together for good for
those who love Him and are called according to His
purpose (Rom 8:28). Sometimes that means He does not
let us have the things we think we want or need because
He has something better planned for us in the future,
even if we cannot see it at the time.

What walls have you built? Did you build those walls
because of past failure/hurt, or because of fear of the
future? Can you see how they might limit your ability to
see how God is working in you or others?

God told Joshua to “be courageous,” to follow His law,
not letting it depart from him, to meditate on the law,
and to remember that the Lord God would be with him
in all that he did. Joshua did all these things and showed
great faith by following God’s instructions, which must
have seemed crazy at the time. Joshua and the Israelites
passed this test of their faith with flying colors, and the
walls of Jericho disintegrated before their eyes, allowing
them a great victory. God also calls us to be courageous,
even in the little things, and to have faith in Him,
knowing that He is always with us. He can tear down
those walls we build in our lives. Let go of those bricks
and mud that you are holding on to for dear life. Let God
tear that wall down and give you abundant life!


