
It Happened Here Joppa

Introduction
Joppa/Jaffa is the setting for two very interesting stories
in the Bible—one in the Old Testament and one in the
New Testament. In the OT, is the port city where Jonah
boarded a ship to Tarshish in an attempt to escape God’s
command to go to Nineveh. In the NT, it is where Peter
was staying and praying when he saw the vision of the
sheet full of previously forbidden foods with the
instruction to kill them and eat them. At about the same
time, a gentile named Cornelius was sending a
delegation of people to Peter to request that Peter come
and teach Cornelius about Jesus. Initially, these stories
of Jonah and Peter seem entirely unrelated, but there are
actually very interesting parallels that we will investigate
further during this study.

Digging In
Read: Jonah 1:1-3; 3:1-4:4

Digging Deeper
Nineveh was the capital of Assyria, the empire that
would eventually conquer Israel. The Assyrians were
experts in all matters military, and they steamrolled over
the entire ancient Near East from what is modern day
Iran to Egypt. They also were masters of psychological
warfare, at times publicly mutilating enemy leaders to
ensure no further resistance to their rule was
encountered. It is understandable why Jonah did not
want to go to Nineveh. How did Jonah feel when the
Ninevites heeded his preaching and repented of their
evil ways?

Application
God sometimes calls us to do things that we really do not
want to do. It might be that He leads you to be kind to
someone who was awful to you. Or perhaps He wants
you to forgive someone that hurt you, even though you
would rather hold onto that hurt and hold a grudge
against the offender. Can you think of any examples in
your life when you really did not want to do what God
was calling you to do?

Did you eventually obey God? (Hopefully it did not take
getting swallowed by a big fish and later being vomited
onto the shore.) What convinced you that obedience was
the right decision?

How did you feel after you obeyed?

More Background
Joppa and Caesarea were two of the main ports in
Roman Palestine. The former was occupied largely by
Jews and had been a port city for at least 2000 years,
while the latter was a Greco-Roman city built by Herod
the Great in the 1st century BC. In many regards, the
context of these two sites is mirrored by the messages
given to Peter (a Jew) and Cornelius (a Roman). The
Jews had received God’s message long ago and now this
message was being extended to the Gentiles. The new
was being folded in with the old.

Digging In
Read: Acts 10

Digging Deeper
There are several astounding things that take place in
these 48 verses! First, an angel appears to an
uncircumcised Gentile named Cornelius. Second, Peter
is told that foods that had been considered unclean for
centuries were suddenly acceptable for those who
believed in Jesus. Third, while Peter was still trying to
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figure out this disturbing dream, he is asked to go to
Caesarea to witness to that Gentile to whom the angel
had appeared, and when he does so, the entire
household believes in Jesus and is baptized. Quite a day!

We looked at Cornelius and his conversion to a believer
in Jesus during the Caesarea study. Let us focus on Peter
right now. Peter was a Jew. Jesus was a Jew. Peter had
grown up with the Jewish laws about food for his entire
life. Prior to Cornelius accepting Jesus as his Lord and
Savior, Peter was only familiar with other Jewish
believers and Jewish laws. It would have been horrifying
to think about killing an unclean animal and eating it.
When Peter received the instruction to “kill and eat,”
what was his initial response?

Does this response remind you of someone else’s
response to God’s instruction that we have already
looked at in this study?

Peter’s initial “no” was due to the Jewish laws and
customs regarding food, while Jonah’s “no” was because
he did not want anything to do with the Ninevites. Both
essentially said “No way! Sorry God, I’m not going to do
that! Your blessing is for Israel/the Jews.”

Even more interesting, in both situations, God was
preparing a way for Gentiles, or non-Jews, to be
acceptable in God’s sight. The Ninevites were violent
and sinful heathens, yet they repented after Jonah spoke
to them about God’s wrath toward their behaviors. In
Peter’s case, the traditional Jewish laws regarding food
were reversed, making it easier for the Gentiles to join
God’s family.

Application
Both stories speak to God’s concern for all of people, the
Gentiles as well as the Jews. Throughout the Old
Testament, there are hints of God’s plan for salvation for

Prayer
Thank God that He is the God of the impossible and the unexpected. Ask Him to show you where He can use you to
share His love, even if it might mean talking to your “Ninevite,” the person who seems the least likely to listen. Ask
Him for strength to step outside your comfort zone, like Peter did with the newly acceptable “food rules.” Thank Him
for the Holy Spirit who continues to work in people after the seed has been planted. Sometimes we never know what
happens after we have witnessed to someone, but take comfort that God knows. He never ever loses track of any of His
people. Praise Him for knowing you and knowing all His creation.

all His people, even the non-Jews. Jethro, Moses’
Midianite father-in-law, joined the Israelites after they
left Egypt and later provided counsel to Moses regarding
delegation of some of his leadership duties. Leviticus and
Numbers give specific instructions regarding sacrifices
for Jews as well as outsiders that have joined the Hebrew
faith community. How have you seen God work in
unexpected ways in your life, maybe even in situations
where your first thought was “No way God! You can’t
possibly be asking me to do that!”?

Do these stories of Jonah and Peter inspire you to
witness in situations that seem unlikely or impossible?
Are there any specific situations that come to mind?

As Pastor John pointed out in the video teaching, God’s
compassion does not show favoritism. Neither Jonah nor
Peter expected God to ask them to reach out to people
who they thought were unreachable. In Jonah’s case, it
meant going to the brutal and scary Ninevites. In Peter’s
case, it meant giving up laws and traditions that he had
followed for his entire life, and spending time with
Gentiles…the uncircumcised unbelievers. God is the
God of miracles and of the unexpected. Nothing is
impossible with Him. Sometimes He asks us to join Him
in plans that seem impossible or crazy. Sometimes it may
mean reaching out to the Ninevite, that person who we
think “there is no way that he/she would ever even think
of accepting Jesus.” Sometimes it may mean talking to
“Cornelius,” that person whose traditions are very
different than our own when he or she has questions
about God. In either case, we will be blessed when we
obey God’s calling.


