
It Happened Here Lachish

Introduction
Lachish may not be an ancient city about which you
have heard. However, it was a city of great importance.
Within the kingdom of Judah, it was second in
importance only to Jerusalem. Archaeologists have
found evidence that it was occupied as early as the
Neolithic period, more than 5000 years BC. It was
destroyed by several different groups of people, including
the Israelites, the Egyptians, the Assyrians, and the
Babylonians.

As Pastor John mentioned, when the Assyrian army
conquered Lachish in 701 BC, it was felt to be such a
great victory that the Assyrian King Sennacherib had
pictures of the battle carved into stone wall reliefs that
lined his palace in Nineveh. Sennacherib was
determined to conquer all of Judah because the good
King Hezekiah had refused to submit to him.

Later, in 586 BC, when Judah was under the rule of
King Zedekiah, Lachish was again destroyed. This time,
Nebuchadnezzar and the Babylonians were the
conquering army. This date may seem familiar to you.
586 BC was also the year that Nebuchadnezzar
conquered Jerusalem and destroyed the temple King
Solomon had built. It was during this siege that the
famous Lachish Letters were written. These are not
letters like we think of today; they were messages written
on pieces of pottery, called “ostraca.” They mention
Lachish and Azekah, the last two fortified cities standing
between the Babylonian army and Jerusalem. Lachish
Letter 4 states that apparently Azekah had fallen to the
Babylonians, as fire signals from the city had ceased.
Lachish and Jerusalem eventually fell as well.

Digging In
Read: 2 Kings 18:13-17; 19:1; Jeremiah 34: 1-7

Digging Deeper
Hezekiah was a great king who loved God, but he was
not perfect. Neither was the later king Zedekiah perfect.
In fact, 2 Chronicles 36:12 says that Zedekiah “did evil
in the sight of the Lord his God, and did not humble
himself before Jeremiah the prophet, who spoke the
words of the Lord.” Although Hezekiah served God, he
initially relied upon his own strength to rebel against
Sennacherib. The result was that the Assyrians
decimated several of Hezekiah’s cities (Assyrian sources
say 46, to be exact).

Two Judahite kings, both relying on their own abilities
and on those of men, yet one—Hezekiah—is remembered
as a “good” king, while the other—Zedekiah—is
remembered as an “evil” king. What differentiated the
two? It comes down to humility. Hezekiah, who had
already rid Judah of idols and removed the high places,
humbled himself before God. Zedekiah did not.
Hezekiah’s humility saved his entire kingdom, while
Zedekiah’s pride brought destruction to his entire
kingdom.

Application
In addition to the physical battle for Judah, Hezekiah
was almost certainly feeling spiritually embattled as well.
As each city in Judah fell, I am sure his doubts grew,
and his faith faltered. In our lives, there are times when
everything seems lost, even though we have tried to stay
strong. Have you had a season like this, a time when you
felt spiritually embattled or broken?
Sometimes, in these spiritual battles, these “dark nights
of the soul,” all we can do is cry out to God for strength,
endurance, and rest. When we cry out to God, He hears
us, and He is always with us, never leaving us. During
those times when we cannot feel His presence, He is still
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there, holding us when we do not have the strength to
stand. Stronger than any fortified city, He is our fortress.
Read Psalm 31:1-5 and jot down any thoughts about this
passage.

More Background
In addition to the Lachish Letters, hundreds of royal
storage jars with impressions on their handles—the so-
called lmlk (lamelek) jars—have been found. The Hebrew
word lmlk means “belonging to the king.” These jars were
part of an economic system for gathering wine, oil, and
possibly grain to stockpile cities throughout Judah. The
lmlk system began at some point in the 8th c. BC and
continued into the 7th c. when a new type of stamp was
invented (even though the overall system of royal storage
jars continued).

Digging In
Read: 2 Kings 19:32-37 and Revelation 19:11-26

Digging Deeper
As Sennacherib marched closer and closer to Jerusalem,
leaving a path of destruction in his wake, Hezekiah
continued to do everything he could to save Jerusalem
and its inhabitants. Then, he humbled himself and
asked God to work. God Himself destroyed the Assyrian
army and Jerusalem was saved. The lmlk jars may have
belonged to King Hezekiah, but Jerusalem and
Hezekiah belonged to THE King...our almighty God.
God made that very clear to Sennacherib and his army.

Prayer
Spend some time in prayer thanking God that you are His child. Thank Him for sending His son to conquer the enemy
once and for all. Think about how truly amazing it is that you belong to the King of Kings, the creator of the universe.
Acknowledge that there will be times of trouble and tribulation on this earth. Ask for strength and faith during those
times, and pray for the peace, rest, and joy of knowing that the final war has already been won.

As the passage from Revelation illustrates, our God is
the King over all creation. We belong to the King of
Kings and Lord of Lords. That means that when we feel
overwhelmed by crushing spiritual warfare, or even just
overwhelmed by the fatigue of our day-to-day busyness,
we can hold on to God and rest in His ultimate victory.

Application
Sometimes it is easy to forget that spiritual warfare is
raging all around us. The enemy is real though, and
sometimes he works by wearing us down through
discouragement, depression, and despair. Other times,
he makes life just a little too easy for us. We get
complacent and forget to put our trust in God. Faith and
obedience are daily decisions. Read Hebrews 12:1-2. How
can you “run with endurance the race set before you”
(NKJV) each day?

John 16:33 tells us “These things I have spoken to you,
that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome
the world.” Notice the past tense. Our savior, Jesus
Christ, has already won! He has beaten the enemy once
and for all. That does not mean that the enemy is not
still working hard against Jesus and those who follow
Him; but we know how it ends. We are living in “the
now and the not yet.” We still have struggles, and we are
still surrounded by spiritual battles. The verse we just
read from John does not say we “might” have tribulation,
it says we “will” have tribulation. But we can also find
peace and rest in knowing that we belong to the King
and that the war is won.


