
It Happened Here Magdala

Introduction
On the western shoreline of the Sea of Galilee sat a
thriving fishing town. The town was Magdala,
known not just for its fishing, but for its beautiful
wool dyes, and for very possibly being the birthplace
and home of Mary of Magdala. We know her today
as Mary Magdalene.

The bible tells us very little about Mary Magdalene.
It is thought she may have been a middle class,
Jewish businesswoman, who was financially
independent, but this is not certain. We do not
know who her parents were, or if she had siblings,
nor how she came to become tormented by demons.
Though there is much we do not know, or can only
speculate about Mary, one thing we do know for
certain – her encounter with Jesus changed
everything in her life.

Digging In
Read: Luke 8:2; Matthew 4:24

Digging Deeper
How the demons manifested themselves in Mary’s
life is not known; Luke does not say. Neither do we
know where she had her first encounter with Jesus.
In Matthew 4:23 we learn that Jesus went
throughout Galilee teaching in the synagogues. The
Magdala synagogue is one of only seven 1st century

synagogues which have been discovered in Israel.
Located just six miles from Capernaum, where
Jesus lived at the beginning of His ministry, it is
very likely that He would have visited and taught in
Magdala. Because all members of a Jewish
community could participate in the community life
of a synagogue, how likely do you think it is that
Mary could have found her way to the synagogue if
she had heard Jesus would be there?

What do you think she knew about Him?

What do you think she hoped He would do for her?

Describe what an encounter with Jesus may have
looked like for Mary.

Application
It is easy to imagine that many in Magdala were
very aware of Mary’s struggle. Whether her wounds
were visible or invisible, she probably had endured
social stigma. Perhaps a caring friend or family
member encouraged her to go and see if Jesus
would heal her.

In our world, as in Mary’s time, there are hurting,
desperate, wounded people battling their own
“demons.” Is there someone you know who is
fighting a hard battle? What can you do to
encourage them? Are we willing to fight for them,
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to cover them with compassion, and to point them
to Jesus? He is waiting.

More Background
The New Testament gives many accounts of Jesus
healing people; however, in each account, the
healing was secondary. The greater significance was
the compassion, the love that He wanted people to
experience. Peter exemplifies this with a lame man,
Jesus, with a woman with an issue of blood.

Digging In
Read: Acts 3:1-10; Luke 8:43-48

Digging Deeper
How did Peter respond to the lame man?

What did the man do after being healed?

Why do you think the woman stayed behind Jesus,
and simply touched the hem of His cloak?

Why would Jesus have asked who touched Him
when He already knew?

How did the woman approach Jesus?

How did Jesus respond?

Prayer
Ask God to make your heart sensitive to those around you, and to trust Him to do what He loves to do – bring
healing, hope and new life. It is the Magdala story, and the end of that story is offered to all who will come
and sit at the feet of Jesus.

Application
In the Acts passage Jesus’ words were simple. He
did not overstate, explain, shame, or chastise – He
simply healed. In the Luke passage, Peter merely
offered Jesus. For Mary Magdalene there was also
healing. We do not know exactly how Jesus healed
her, but He did, and she became a grateful and
devoted follower. She followed Him all the way to
Jerusalem; she followed Him to the cross; and she
was the first to see the risen Christ (John 20:11-18).
Jewish history describes Mary Magdalene as having
a deep understanding of the teachings of Christ.
Some called her the Apostle to the Apostles. How
does Mary’s story encourage you?

We are surrounded by Mary Magdalenes. Perhaps
we even see ourselves in her life, but the real story
is one of hope. No matter what we have done, no
matter what has been done to us, we are
redeemable, and we are loved. Jesus has come to us,
and we, like Mary, can be forever changed.


