
It Happened Here Megiddo

Introduction
The site of Megiddo first appears in the book of
Joshua (12:21) where we read that the Israelites
defeated its king. This defeat appears not to have
resulted in Israelite control of the site because
Judges 1:27 lists Megiddo as one of the cities
unconquered by the Israelites. Eventually, however,
it was controlled and (re)built by Solomon (1 Kgs
9:15), and it is where Pharaoh Necho killed the
Judahite king Josiah. In the New Testament,
Revelation 16:16 mentions Armageddon, which is
understood to be a reference to har-Megiddo, or
“mountain of Megiddo.”

Digging In
Read: 2 Chronicles 34: 1-7; 35: 20-25

Digging Deeper
Josiah was one of the truly great kings of Judah. He
tore down the “high places,” chopped down the
altars of the Baals, and purged the land of the
Asherim. He repaired the temple and reinstated the
“Book of the Law,” which had been found during
the temple restoration. He brought the Passover
celebration back to the people. In fact, he was so
good that 2 Chronicles 34:2 says “He did right in
the sight of the Lord, and walked in the ways of his
father David and did not turn aside to the right or

to the left”. He was a REALLY good king, but not
perfect. He made the mistake of engaging Pharaoh
Neco at Megiddo.

Application
It is interesting to me that Pharaoh Neco told
Josiah very clearly that he was not interested in
engaging Josiah and the Judean army in battle.
Neco even told Josiah that God was with him and
had told him to hurry. Pharaoh and his army were
just trying to pass through Megiddo on the way to
Carchemish, their ultimate target. Despite this,
Josiah disguised himself and attacked Neco and his
army anyway.

Have you ever failed to hear God or disregarded His
words because they came from an unlikely source?

How can we discern if what we hear is really from
God?

More Background
Megiddo has been the site of significant battles
dating back at least as far as the 15 century BC
when Pharaoh Thutmose III and the Egyptian
army routed the Hurrian and Canaanite coalition
attempting to limit Egypt’s northward expansion. As
recently as WWI, Megiddo played a role in the
battles for control of Palestine, specifically the
Jezreel Valley. Although it is debated whether the
reference to Armageddon in the book of Revelation
should be understood literally or figuratively,
having a final battle in the area of Megiddo would
certainly be in keeping with the site’s strategic
location.
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Digging In
Read: Revelation 16:16-21

Digging Deeper
At the end of Revelation 16:17, a voice comes “out of
the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying ‘It is
done!’” (NKJV) Does this statement remind you of
anything else you’ve read in the Bible?

Read John 19:28-30. When Jesus said, “it is
finished,” it marked the fulfillment of prophecy and
His defeat of sin. He had completed the Father’s
commands. In Revelation 16 when God says “It is
done,” it marks the final judgment before Jesus
comes back and crushes Satan for all eternity.

Application
Spend some time thinking about the victories in
John 19 and Revelation 16. Do you find hope in
these verses? Write down some of the things that
come to mind.

I suspect that we all have times when we wish we
could hear God a little more clearly. Humans have
an impressive ability to doubt...even when an
Egyptian Pharaoh shows up and says “God told me
to tell you not to mess with me!” We also have an
impressive ability to sin. Josiah destroyed the high
places and pagan gods, but humanity has been
finding new idols ever since. However, God’s word
could not be clearer than the description of His
final victory in Revelation. Take a look at
Revelation 20:10, GOD WINS. Satan is defeated
“forever and ever.” And...thanks to Jesus finishing
His work on the cross, we are adopted children of
God which means WE WIN TOO!

Prayer
Take some time in prayer to thank God for raising up heroes of the faith, like Josiah, to be examples for us. Thank
Him that the final victory over sin and death was won by Jesus on the cross, and that the final victory over Satan is
already assured. Pray for the peace and rest that this assurance provides. Regardless of what happens on this earth, our
future is victory and perfect joy in heaven with our Lord forever and ever.


