
It Happened Here
Mt. Of Beatitudes

Introduction
The “Sermon on the Mount” is one of the most widely
recognized and beloved passages of the New Testament.
In it, Jesus challenged a way of thinking that has been
prevalent throughout most, if not all of history,
including the present. When we think of successful
people, we tend to think of those who have attained great
power, prestige, fortune, etc. This sermon turned that
thinking on its head. Jesus touted traits like meekness,
mercy, peacemaking, being persecuted for the sake of
righteousness, and pureness of heart. This had to come
as a shock to people whose religious leaders (the
Pharisees) were frequently proud, elitist, and self-
righteous. It is likely that there were Pharisees in the
crowd listening that day. That probably made for a few
uncomfortable situations!

Digging In
Read: Matthew 5:1-20

Digging Deeper
Many of the “Blessed” statements in verses 3-11 seem to
be the exact opposite of what really happens in this
world. “Meekness” is not really a term we tend to think
of when we think of successful businesspeople,
entrepreneurs, or athletes. Common phrases like, “it’s a
dog-eat-dog world out there,” or “nice guys always finish
last,” do not lead us to associate attributes like mercy,
peacemaking, or being poor in spirit with “winners.”

Being “pure in heart” sure is not what seems to be
popular on TV or in the movies these days. What comes
to mind when you think of the word “meek”?

What do you think it means to be “poor in spirit”?

Application
The third beatitude, “blessed are the meek, for they shall
inherit the earth,” has provoked a lot of discussion
among believers. After all, how many times does the
Bible urge us to be strong and courageous, which seem
to be the opposite of meek? When we think of a meek
person, we tend to think of someone who is overly
submissive or easily imposed upon. The Greek word
used, praus, means “gentle/humble.” Do you think
someone can be both strong and gentle/humble? Can
you think of someone you know who is a good example
of both?

Similarly, the term “poor in spirit” can be very
confusing. We think of our spirit as the eternal part of
us, the part where we connect with God. Being poor in
our spirit does not sound like a good thing. The Bible
teaches us to seek spiritual riches rather than earthly
goods. Job speaks of his spirit being broken (Job 17:1),
and Psalm 77:3 speaks of the psalmist’s “spirit growing
faint,” neither of which seem to be good things. Do we
not want strong, rich spirits? Again, if we look at the
Greek word used here, ptochos, it implies a meaning
more along the lines of “being entirely reliant upon
God.” By being poor in spirit, we understand our own
need for God and salvation through Jesus. Can you
think of ways that you can be humble in spirit in your
daily life?

More Background
So much of what Jesus taught and did appeared to be
opposite of what was being taught at the time. That has
not changed today. Not only did He espouse attributes
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like meekness, humility, mercy, and purity of heart, but
he reached out to, spoke with, and included the unloved,
the unpopular, the disenfranchised, and the diseased.
Jesus loved and healed the people whom the religious
authorities and leaders despised or deemed “unclean,”
and therefore untouchable. This love continued with
Jesus’ disciples, the apostle Paul, and other believers
after Jesus ascended into heaven. Where the authorities
created division, the followers of Jesus sought and
created unity.

Digging In
Read: Galatians 5:16-26

Digging Deeper
This is another very well-known passage. Do you see any
parallels between the Fruit of the Spirit and the
Beatitudes? Again, we are charged with cultivating
values that may be very different from those the world
tells us we should have. Also notice that Paul does not
say the “fruits” of the spirit. This collection of attributes
is one “crop” of fruit that should be demonstrated in the
believer’s life. We need to have ALL the Fruit of the
Spirit, not pick and choose which ones we like and
decide that others just are not in our personality.

The church in Galatia was founded on one of Paul’s
missionary journeys. The people in the Galatian church
were mainly Gentiles. Jesus preached the Sermon on the
Mount in an outside setting, not inside the temple.
Therefore, as Pastor John mentioned in the video, there
was likely a whole host of people listening to him,
everyone from Pharisees and Sadducees to commoners,
foreigners, and even social outcasts. How do Paul’s
missionary journeys and Jesus’ “outdoor sermons” speak
to unity in the body of Christ?

Application
Jesus did not come to save just one elite group of people.
He came for everyone in the world. Everyone from every

Prayer
Thank God for the gift of salvation through Christ Jesus. Ask Him for guidance and understanding of how you can live
the Beatitudes and cultivate the Fruit of the Spirit in your life. Pray for love and unity among believers and ask him
to show you how to love your neighbor. Remember that God knows none of us can do these things perfectly and thank
Him that His grace is sufficient, and His power is perfected in weakness.

place, of every race, color, and language. He preached
love and unity, not hatred and division. The Jews hated
the Samaritans. Jesus reached out to an “immoral”
Samaritan woman at a well and offered salvation. When
He was asked who our “neighbors” are that we are to
love, He again used a hated Samaritan as the hero of the
parable of the Good Samaritan.

Do you see division in our world today? If so, in what
ways?

What do you think our response to division among God’s
children should be?

Jesus and His followers frequently seemed to preach the
exact opposite of what was common teaching and
behavior of that day. Pharisees prided themselves on
perfectly keeping the religious laws; Jesus preached
grace and mercy. The religious leaders exuded self-
righteousness; Jesus taught servanthood and humility.
In Paul’s day, adherence to the Jewish law and
circumcision were of utmost importance; Paul baptized
uncircumcised gentiles and started churches in foreign
places and cultures. The standard Jewish values of the
day were insular and exclusive; Jesus and His followers
were inclusive and reached out in love to the masses.

We are called to love our neighbors and our enemies and
practice humility, gentleness, and mercy, and count it as
a blessing when we are persecuted for our righteousness
and our devotion to Christ. That is a tall order, and it
certainly is not easy. Fortunately, God’s mercy and grace
are greater than we can imagine, and the Holy Spirit is
with us and intercedes for us every step of the way as we
strive to become more like Christ.


