
It Happened Here Mt. Nebo

Introduction
Mount Nebo is in modern day Jordan, east of the
northern end of the Dead Sea. On a clear day, the
summit of Mt. Nebo offers a commanding view of
the region: it looks down nearly 4000 feet on the
Dead Sea, the Jordan River Valley, and Jericho. The
region of Bethlehem and Jerusalem is also visible.

After 40 years of leading the headstrong Israelites
in the desert, Moses stood on the windswept summit
of Mount Nebo in the territory of the Moabites and
took in a panoramic view of the Promised Land
of Canaan. What a momentous moment for him
and for the entire nation. The long-awaited
homeland was before them. Yet it was no doubt a
bittersweet moment for Moses, who would not set
foot in the land. Let us learn a bit more about the
biblical events that led up to this Mount Nebo
moment. To get “up to speed” on the events that had
taken place in Moses’ life prior to his standing on
Mt. Nebo we need to go back and review some of the
happenings that took place in the wilderness.

Digging In
Read: Numbers 20:1-13, 22-29

Digging Deeper
What is the challenge the Israelites experience in
the Wilderness of Zin?

How do the people respond to the problem?

What did God instruct Moses to do, and what did
Moses actually do?

What was God’s accusation against Moses and
Aaron?

Application
Israel’s complaints and grumbling represent much
more than just the physical problem facing them. It
represents a heart condition of ingratitude, distrust,
disbelief that God would provide, a rebellious spirit,
and disrespect towards God. They take their
frustration and anger out on God’s representatives,
Moses and Aaron. It is interesting that Moses and
Aaron subsequently show disbelief, a lack of
confidence in God’s provision, and rebellion—the
same sins the congregation displayed!

What was the consequence of not obeying God?
(verse 12)

More Background
Moses has known for some time that he would not
be allowed to enter the Promised Land. One of his
final responsibilities as leader of the nation was to
assure a smooth transition from his leadership to
the next man chosen by God to lead the new nation.
That next leader was Joshua, son of Nun.

Digging In
Read: Numbers 27:12-23; Deuteronomy 31:14-15;
32:48-52; Hebrews 11:23-29
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Digging Deeper
What are Moses and Joshua instructed to do?

Why do you think God wanted Moses to do this
publically in the presence of the congregation?

How does Moses pass the baton of leadership on to
Joshua?

Application
Fast forward in time, finally the nation of Israel
approaches the Promised Land. It has been a long,
arduous journey; a whole generation has died over
the course of the 40 years. The whole debacle at the
Waters of Meribah is behind Moses, but not the
consequences associated with his disobedience. God
reminded Moses of the consequences of his sin at
Meribah multiple times, and it would be easy to
think that Moses had fallen out of favor with God,
but what is the final epitaph about Moses?

How does the sin of other people play into your
obedience or disobedience? (How did the Israelites’
sin of grumbling and complaining affect Moses and
his relationship with God?)

Why are we easily “taken down” by those around
us?

Are there any pre-emptive efforts that you could
take to help you not be sucked into disobedience
due to the behavior of those around you?

Prayer
Let what Henry Thornton, writing in the mid 1800s, be your prayer: “Lord, we ask You to impress upon us a
deep sense of the importance of eternity. May we be looking continually to the end of our course, and,
remember how soon all in which we here delight shall pass away forever, may we prepare to give our account
of all things done in the body.”

The Israelites lack of water in the wilderness was a
genuine problem, but not their fundamental
problem. Do physical stressors (i.e., lack of water)
sometimes reveal a deeper sin issue in your life?
Recount when a surface problem showed you a
deeper heart problem.

Our days are numbered, and while we do not know
the number, we should be living with intentionality
as we march closer and closer to our last day on
earth. Have you thought about how you could
prepare those over whom you have influence
towards a smooth transition when you are no longer
alive? Your family? Your friends? Your children?
Your employees? What needs to be taught that has
been left untaught? What needs to be said that, to
date has been left unsaid? What relationships need
to be restored? What can you do today to begin the
successful passing of the baton to those who come
behind you?


