
It Happened Here Shiloh

Introduction
During the days of the conquest of the Promise
Land, Shiloh was designated as the location where
the tent of meeting (Tabernacle) was to be set up
(Josh 18:1). It became the most
important Israelite worship center from the time of
Joshua through Samuel. Shiloh was centrally
located in the hill country so that the various
Israelite tribes could gather to worship God. The
site itself is surrounded by hills on all sides except
the SW and there are pasture lands and a water
supply nearby.

Digging In
Read: 1 Samuel 1

Digging Deeper
One significant story that takes place in Shiloh is
the tender story of Hannah and her son Samuel.
Elkanah, with his two wives, Peninnah and
Hannah, made an annual pilgrimage from
Ramaathaim Zophim (the mountains of Ephraim)

to Shiloh to worship the Lord and to make a
sacrifice. Peninnah had children, but Hannah was
barren. Notice God’s sovereign hand in Hannah’s
life (verse 6). To whom does the scripture attribute
Hannah’s barrenness?

What does Hannah’s prayer and her conversation
with Eli reveal about her understanding of who God
is? (1 Sam 1:12-15)

Application
During difficult times, being confident not just of
God’s power over our circumstances, but also of His
wisdom and goodness allows us to navigate
suffering and disappointment, even when we do not
understand what He is doing.

More Background
Elkanah and Hannah are bright lights in a very
dark time for the nation of Israel. The period of the
judges was characterized as a time when the nation
of Israel was unrestrained in their wickedness.
Judges 21:25 says, “In those days there was no king
in Israel; everyone did what was right in his own
eyes.” As a nation they had walked away from God
and His commands unless it suited them and they
wanted to manipulate God for His blessing.

Digging In
Read: 1 Sam 2:12-25; 4:1-18; Jeremiah 7:12-15; 26:4-
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Digging Deeper
Eli’s adult sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests
of the Lord. But they were corrupt. And Eli knew
this but did nothing. God, who was required to
maintain His holiness, brought Eli’s priestly line to
an end, and gave the symbol of His presence with
Israel, the Ark of the Covenant, over to the
Philistines. At the battle of Ebenezer, the Ark of the
Covenant was captured by the Philistines (c1050
BC) and Shiloh was destroyed soon after.
Archeological excavations suggest that Shiloh
remained in ruins for several centuries. The moral
climate of the nation continued to descend and 500
years later God used the destruction of Shiloh as a
parable for that rebellious generation.

What does God say about Shiloh and why He’s
using it as an example?

Application
The people had believed that security, protection,
and safety came from the physical presence of the
Ark of the Covenant and the Tabernacle. Our
security comes from God, and although He will

Prayer
Thank God that He hears your prayers and is in control. Pray that He would give you a heart to serve him
faithfully, and that you would be salt and light to the world, seeking His will over your own.

never remove His spirit from us, we do face the
possibility that God may choose not to use us any
longer and to discipline us as a loving father would
in order to restore our relationship with Him. How
can the individual Christian and the body of Christ
be rendered ineffective in being salt and light?
(Read Matt 5:13-16 and Rev 2:5). Let us remain
faithful to the Lord so He will use us as vessels
through which His glory can shine to the watching
world, and may we undertake no activity for which
we cannot hope for His blessing.


