
It Happened Here Timna Valley

Introduction
The Timna Valley is in the southern part of Israel, not
far from the modern city of Eilat. The valley is filled
with uniquely beautiful rock formations with names like
“King Solomon’s Pillars,” “The Mushroom,” and “The
Arches.” As Pastor John told us, it is also home to many
copper mines, dating from the 13th to 9th centuries BC.
Nearly 10,000 copper mines and smelting camps have
been found!

A large part of the valley has been turned into a park.
One of the most interesting attractions in the park is a
full-size replica of the original Tabernacle that Moses
and the Israelites constructed during the Exodus,
including all the Tabernacle furnishings, and models of
priests wearing their priestly garments. The Tabernacle
replica was constructed according to the instructions
God gave Moses in the book of Exodus. Although the
materials used in the replica are not the same as the
original, the replica is still an impressive sight.

Digging In
Read: Exodus 25:22; 26:31-34; 33:9-11

Digging Deeper
After reading the verses in Exodus, what do you think
was the purpose of the Tabernacle that Moses and the
Israelites built?

Although the Tabernacle provided a way for God to be
with His people as well as a way for the Levite priests to

offer atonement for the Israelites sins, the priests had to
be very careful about how they approached the mercy
seat in the Holy of Holies. Read Leviticus 16:12-13. How
did Aaron keep from dying when he came into God’s
holy presence?

Application
God specifically chose Aaron to be the high priest of the
Israelites. Yet even Aaron was not allowed to be in God’s
presence without a “smokescreen” of incense. God is so
holy and so pure that the high priest could not come face
to face with His presence, even after performing all the
requisite sacrifices. How would you feel if you were the
Hebrew high priest, getting ready to go through the veil
into the Holy of Holies?

Have you ever felt that you were too sinful, too unclean
to come into God’s presence? Is there any particular
reason or any particular sin that made you feel this way?

If so, read on!

More Background
The basic structure of the original Tabernacle was used
when Solomon constructed his temple in Jerusalem in
the 10th century BC, and again when the “Second
Temple” was rebuilt in the late 6th century BC. All three
structures shared a similar design—an inner holy of
holies, an outer holy place, and an exterior courtyard—
and all had similar furnishings, with one exception. At
some point, the Ark of the Covenant was removed from
Solomon’s Temple (presumably by the Egyptian
Pharaoh, Shishak); it does not appear in the list of items
taken by the Babylonians when they destroyed the
Temple in 587/586 BC. It is unclear what happened to
it. Regardless, when the Second Temple was built, the
Holy of Holies was separated from the rest of the temple
by a big, heavy curtain as had been the case in Solomon’s
Temple and in the Tabernacle. Herod the Great
renovated the Second Temple in the 1st century BC and
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made it much larger and ornate. It was this temple
where Jesus and his disciples would have worshiped
when in Jerusalem.

Digging In
Read: Matthew 27:45-53; Hebrews 10:11-18

Digging Deeper
What happened to the curtain separating the Holy of
Holies from the rest of the temple when Jesus died on
the cross?

What do you think that means for us?

Application
The tearing of the curtain at the time of Jesus’ death
opened the relationship between us and God. We are
now able to be in relationship with God and
communicate with Him directly rather than relying on
the high priest. The passage in Hebrews that you just
read helps define this relationship even further. The
Jewish priests had to offer sacrifice after sacrifice, day
after day to atone for the sins of the Jewish people. How
long does Jesus’ sacrifice last?

Review Hebrews 10:17. Does it specify which sins are or
are not covered by Jesus’ sacrifice? Does it say, “their
sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more,
except for (insert your name here)’s sins? (NKJV)

No! That is not what it says! Go back and look at your
answer in the first “application” section of this study.
Except for Jesus, every single person since Adam and
Eve has fallen short of God’s perfect plan. Every single
one of us is in desperate need of a perfect sacrifice to
restore our relationship with God. That is exactly what
Jesus did for us, and when that sacrifice was complete,
the curtain separating us from God ripped apart and
allowed us into God’s presence once again. Spend some

Prayer
Thank God that the curtain was torn from top to bottom, freeing us to be in His presence. Thank Him for giving us
the Holy Spirit to intercede for us so that we do not have to rely on another fallen human being to atone for us. Pray
that your relationship with God will grow daily as you lean on Him and His perfect sacrifice. Finally, thank Him that
He is sanctifying you day by day until that most glorious of days when you will enter His kingdom once and for all,
where eternal joy is waiting for each one of us.

time thinking (and maybe journaling) about the
enormity of God’s grace and Jesus’ sacrifice. Lay “that
sin,” the one that makes you feel “too sinful” at the foot
of the cross. Jesus’ death covered that one too. Your sin
is not more powerful than Jesus’ sacrifice. Remember
what the author of Hebrews said: “For by one offering
He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified”
(NKJV).

Ever since Genesis 3, when Adam and Eve ate the fruit
and sin entered the world, God has been providing ways
to be in community with His people. For centuries, the
Israelites had to sacrifice animals and rely on the high
priest to enter the presence of God. Yet throughout the
Old Testament, there are hints and prophecies that point
to a final answer that will allow all believers to be in His
presence and speak with Him directly. Jesus is that
answer. He is the one perfect sacrifice that never has to
be repeated. Ever.

I love the image of the curtain in the temple tearing
right down the middle. This curtain was huge and heavy.
I picture the curtain on the stage of a theater. I cannot
imagine the awe and terror that anyone inside the
temple must have felt that day. I imagine everyone
ducking for cover, because everyone knew that only the
high priest was allowed to see the inside the Holy of
Holies. Now here it was, exposed for everyone to see.
And that is exactly how God wanted it. He wants us to
seek Him, and to know that He sees us. And while that
might seem like a scary thought, remember that He sees
us through the atonement and mercy of Christ’s death
on the cross. While sanctification is a process that occurs
throughout our entire lives, redemption and
reconciliation was immediate when Jesus atoned for our
sins on the cross. Hebrews 10 assures us that we can go
to Him and know that He no longer remembers our sins
and lawless deeds.


